
Watering & Care 
Instructions for 

Newly-Planted Trees

Remember to water

The single most important survival fac-
tor of newly-planted trees is soil moisture 
during the first few months after planting. 
Remember, until a tree grows roots out into 
the soil surrounding the original root ball, 
it is dependent upon water contained in the 
soil ball.  The ball of a container-grown tree 
may become dangerously dry within a day or 
two after planting in mid-summer.  Similrly, 
B&B (ball and 
burlap) trees need 
to be watered 
frequently with 
small amounts 
of water for the 
first season after 
planting. 

But don’t overdo it

It is important to keep in mind that over-
watering new trees and shrubs can kill them 
almost as quickly as a lack of water. An ef-
fective way to control the moisture level in 
the original soil ball of a new tree or shrub is 
to use some form of drip irrigation.   Check 
soil moisture by pushing a dowel rod into the 
ground next to the hole, and check the mois-
ture on the rod when it is pulled out. 

Drip-Irrigation made simple

The simplest method of drip irrigation is to 
use a 5-gallon plastic bucket.  

•  Drill holes 1/8-inch in diameter in the sides 
of the bucket near the bottom.  

•  Place the bucket next to the tree.  This al-
lows water to slowly trickle into the root ball.  

• Repeat this operation two or three times 
per week to keep the root ball moist, without 
drowning the tree. 

To estimate how much water to irrigate with, 
calculate the volume of the root zone in cubic 
feet:

Multiply length X width X depth.  

Add about 2 gallons of water per cubic foot.  

Here’s an example:

• A tree bought in a 5-gallon container will 
have a volume of  about 1/2 cubic foot. So, 
it should receive about one gallon of water, 
three times per week, during dry conditions. 

If you have questions, call us right away. Don’t 
wait until your trees are in distress.
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Watering

The watering required for trees, shrubs and 
various other plants will vary depending on 
a number of factors. Location, soil texture 
and wind are a few variables that affect your 
plants.

A heavier clay soil will remain wet much 
longer than a sandy loam soil. Most - but not 
all - soil in this area tends to be heavy clay. It 
is to your advantage to learn about your land-
scape plants and soil type to help maintain a 
successful landscape.

When to Water

Full Features recommends watering your new 
plants (less than 9 months) every
three days. A slow soaking is ideal if possible, 
and the water needs to reach 6
to 8 inches into the soil for good root health 
and growth. If you have a new tree, we 
recommend watering for 15 to 30 minutes 
with a very slow running hose. Do not rely on 
a sprinkler system for deep watering.

One inch of rainfall equals 6 to 8 inches of 
ground moisture. Do not assume that because 
it rains, you do not have to water. Check to 
see how much rain you are getting first. 

Always water early in the day, if possible. If 
you must water in the evening, try to avoid 

foliage contact. Water sitting on the foliage 
during cool nights can promote insect and 
disease problems.

How much to Water

Watering to a depth of 6 to 8 inches is 
recommended. Shallow, frequent water-
ings are undesirable and ineffective. Steep 
slopes, shady spots, and sunny areas need 
special attention, as these areas tend to dry 
out quickly, but over-watering plants in 
shady areas can cause plants to die just as 
easily as under-watering.

Exceptions to Watering

1. Weekly rainfall of MORE THAN 1 inch. 
Skip one watering.
2. Temperature below 65 degrees. Water 
only 1 time per week.
3. If the weather is extremely windy and/or 
hot, water every other day.
4. Smaller (1 gallon) plants will need daily 
watering for the first 2 weeks.
5. Evergreens need not be soaked as thor-
oughly, but they DO need to be watered.
6. Evergreens continue to transpire during 
the winter and still need watering.

 

Fertilization

If your new plants were installed by Full 
Features, root stimulator was applied during 

planting. If you are doing the planting, 
you should apply the root stimulator.  
We recommend that you continue to 
apply root stimulator once a week for 
the next 3 to 4 months. 
Use a ratio of 3 ½ tablespoons of root 
stimulator to 1 gallon of water.

University studies have proven that root 
stimulator increases root development by as 
much as 25%.

We suggest using a granular fertil-
izer after the first year, once in the 
spring and once in the fall.

Inspect your Plants

Try to make an inspection of your landscape at 
least once a week to detect insect and disease 
problems. Plant losses resulting from mechani-
cal damage, vandalism, lack of culture manage-
ment (watering properly) or lack of reasonable 
and proper care are not covered by our war-
ranty.

Please call us at the first sign of a problem, or if 
you have questions. Don’t wait until your plants 
are in distress.
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